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Black'Canyon'of the'Gunnison
Curecanti
Gunnison Gorge:

The Power of Water

Whether we need it for drinking, growing crops, boating, or
simply for something at which to marvel, water is ever pres-
ent in our lives. Here at Black Canyon, Curecanti, and Gun-
nison Gorge, it is the power that unites and creates.

These three areas, although united by the river, have very
different stories. They are managed by two separate agencies-
Curecanti and Black Canyon by the National Park Service
and Gunnison Gorge by the Bureau of Land Management.
Both agencies are charged with the protection of the water of
the Gunnison River in one way or another.

The Gunnison River begins its journey where the East and
Taylor Rivers meet in Almont, Colorado. It then meanders
through the Gunnison Valley watering farms and ranches.

West of the town of Gunnison the river broadens out into
the deep reservoirs of Curecanti National Recreation Area.
In the form of Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal Res-
ervoirs, the water from the Gunnison River provides salmon
and other fish habitat, countless recreational opportunities,
water storage, and hydroelectric power.

Below Crystal Dam, the waters are diverted again. About
1,850 acre feet of water per day is channeled through the
Gunnison Tunnel to irrigate the Uncompaghre Valley.

The river then makes its steep descent, dropping an average
of 93 feet per mile through Black Canyon of the Gunnison
National Park, creating swirling rapids and treacherous beau-
ty. The carving power of the river has created the 2,000-foot
deep chasm over 2 million years, providing not only dizzying
views for visitors, but striking wilderness and wildlife habitat.
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Sapinero Basin and the West Elk Arm of Blue Mesa
Reservoir, Curecanti National Recreation Area

Adventures await visitors who brave the rapids of Gunnison Gorge NCA.

As the river heads west on its way to join the Colorado in
Grand Junction, it slices through Gunnison Gorge National
Conservation Area. Here the river widens, providing de-
manding whitewater for boaters and vistas for hikers and
backpackers. Here too, it provides a remote habitat for wild-
life and invites visitors to experience rugged wilderness.

In all three of these areas, the water affects visitors and wild-
life in different ways. What remains constant, however, is the
water itself- always flowing through the canyon. Whether we
think about it once a day or once a year, not only here, but

in all parts of the world, water affects our lives. As you travel
through these three areas and along the Gunnison River, you

Welcome

Units of the National Park Service
and of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement belong to the American
people, and by extension, to the
world. Protecting lands of unique
character, scientific, scenic,
historic and recreational value
has been described as “America’s
Best Idea”.

We invite you to check out your
public lands and see how we are
doing in keeping them for this
and future generations. Rangers
at the visitor centers and in the
backcountry will help you plan
safe and unforgettable experi-
ences.

If you are traveling with children,
make an extra effort on their
behalf. For many of us, it has
been our interactions not only
with the natural beauty of the
landscape, but with rangers at
programs and in the backcountry
that have encouraged our love of
the outdoors.

We are all stewards of these
lands. We hope you discover
something you never knew be-
fore. It could be something about
yourself or a meaningful con-
nection to nature or history. We
hope you take a life-long spark of
interest home with you when you
leave these three areas managed
in cooperation by the National
Park Service and the Bureau of
Land Management.

Connie Rudd Karen Tucker
Superintendent,  Area Manager,
Black Canyon and Gunnison
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Black Canyon of the Gunnison
National Park

Curecanti

National Recreation Area

Together, Black Canyon and Curecanti offer
nearly 75,000 acres of canyons, knife-edged
cliffs, water sports, and beauty.

Mailing Address

Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP
Curecanti NRA

102 Elk Creek

Gunnison CO 81230

Phone and E-mail
(970) 641-2337
cure_info@nps.gov

Gunnison Gorge

National Conservation Area

Gunnison Gorge NCA provides 63,000 acres
of beautiful landscapes. High clearance ve-
hicles recommended. There are few services,
so be self-sufficient.

Mailing Address

Gunnison Gorge NCA

2465 South Townsend Avenue
Montrose CO 81401

Phone and E-mail
(970) 240-5300
co_info@blm.gov

Planning Your Visit

VISITOR CENTERS

There are several visitor centers de-
signed to help you learn more about the
resources throughout the areas.

The South Rim Visitor Center, located
at Gunnison Point in Black Canyon of
the Gunnison National Park, is open
every day of the year, except Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.
Summer hours are 8:00 a.m. to 6:00
p-m. Winter hours are 8:30 a.m to 4:00
p.m.

The Elk Creek Visitor Center, at Cure-
canti National Recreation Area, is open
every day from Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend, §:00 am
to 6:00 pm. Winter hours are Monday-
Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The Cimar-
ron Visitor Center is open Memorial
Day through Labor Day, 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. The Lake Fork Visitor Cen-
ter is open intermittently in summer.

CAMPING

Black Canyon

The South Rim Campground is open
all year. There are no water hookups
or dump stations. Loop B has electrical
hookups (only open in the summer).
Sites can be reserved through the Na-
tional Recreation Reservation Service
(NRRS). Call (877) 444-6777 or go to
www.recreation.gov. Loops A and C

are $12.00 per night. Loop B is $18.00
per night. Senior Access Pass discounts
apply to all camping fees.

The East Portal Campground has 15
sites, none of which can be reserved.
Sites are $12.00 per night.

The North Rim Campground has 13
sites and fills on a first-come basis.
North Rim sites are $12.00. There are no
hookups on the North Rim.

Curecanti

You will find several campgrounds with
boat-in, drive-in and hike-in possibili-
ties. Group camping is available at Red
Creek and East Elk Creek. Electric
hookups are available in Loop D at the
Elk Creek Campground. The camp-
ing fee at Curecanti is $12.00 per site

per night. Loop D is $18.00 per night.
Reservations can be made for Elk Creek
and Stevens Creek sites, and for the East
Elk Creek and Red Creek group sites
through NRRS. See above for details
about the reservation process. Senior
Access Pass discounts apply .

Gunnison Gorge

Vehicle camping is permitted outside
the wilderness area on a first-come,
first-served basis. Picnic tables and
fire grates are available at the Chukar,
Duncan, and Ute trailheads and at the

Gunnison Forks Day Use Area. Camp-
sites, showers, and other services are
available at the Gunnison River Pleasure
Park. Camping in the wilderness area

is first-come, first-served in designated
sites only. Sites are marked with posts
with blue (boater) or green (hiker) tops.
Wilderness fees (payable at trail-heads):
Day use is $3.00 per person. Camping is
$10.00 per person for 1 night, $15.00 per
person for 2 nights (maximum allowable
wilderness stay). The camping fee ap-
plies to all users ages 16 and older within
the Gunnison Gorge river corridor.

WHAT ABOUT PETS?
At Black Canyon

pets on a six-foot
leash may be
walked on roads,
in campgrounds,
to the overlooks,
and are allowed
on the Rim Rock

. and Chasm View
trails. Pets are not allowed on any oth-
er trails, inner canyon routes or in the
Wilderness. Clean up after your pet.
Do not leave your pet unattended in a
vehicle or campsite. Boarding services
are available in the area.

Pets are allowed at Curecanti, but must
be leashed at all times. Pets at Gun-
nison Gorge NCA must be under their
owners control at all times.

Hey Kids - Be a Junior Ranger

Help take care of your national treasures! Anyone ages 6
and up and can become a Junior Park Ranger at Black
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park or Curecanti Na-
tional Recreation Area. There are challenging activities

in the Junior Ranger books that you can do while visiting
either park. Learn more about the stuff that makes these
places so amazing and unique. If you are under the age

of 5, you can become a Curecanti or Black Canyon Ranger
Buddy. Stop by the Elk Creek, Cimarron, or South Rim Visi-

tor Centers for more information.
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A tour boat takes passengers on a close
up tour of the upper Black Canyon.
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Logistics

What to Bring

Prepaid Reservations are Required

Prepaid reservations are required, and are oc-
casionally still available early on the day of the
tour. Call 970-641-2337, ext 205, or visit the Elk
Creek Visitor Center in the Curecanti National
Recreation Area. Persons arriving at the boat
dock without a prepaid reservation will not be
permitted on the tour. Cost is:

$15.00 for adults
$7.50 for adults who possess a Senior
or Access Pass
$7.50 for infants and children under age 13

Boat Tours Into the Black Canyon of the Gunnison

Join a Park Ranger for a leisurely boat tour on the Morrow Point Reservoir, traveling seven miles into the
famous Black Canyon of the Gunnison, where the majestic canyon walls will tower above you. Hear the
stories of the canyon’s geologic history, its wildlife, the rugged early inhabitants, the amazing narrow

gauge railroad, and the present-day dams and reservoirs.

The National Park Service operated tour boat is a stable 40-foot, 42-passenger pontoon boat. Tours are
offered twice daily at 10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day. Ask about
occasional special tours on Tuesdays or evenings. Currently tours are not offered on Tuesdays, but that is
subject to change. Check with a ranger in advance. Tours begin at the Pine Creek Boat Dock, located 35
miles east of Montrose, 25 miles west of Gunnison, at US Highway 50 mile marker 130. From the Pine
Creek parking lot, you will walk down 232 steps, then enjoy an easy %2 mile scenic walk along the old
narrow gauge rail bed before reaching the boat dock. We suggest starting down the steps about one
hour before your scheduled tour, allowing more time if you need a slower pace. Plan to meet the Park
Ranger at the boat dock at least 15 minutes before your scheduled departure.

Dress for the Colorado mountains, where a sunny day can quickly become stormy. Bring drinking water,
snacks, sun protection, rain protection, and your camera. For security reasons, carry-on bags and packs

are subject to search. Pets, smoking, and alcoholic beverages are not allowed on the tour.




Boating Information

CURECANTI NATIONAL

RECREATION AREA

These requirements apply to Blue Mesa,

Morrow Point and Crystal Reservoirs:

e USCG approved personal flotation
devices are required for all on board.

® One Type IV throwable flotation de-
vice for boats 16 feet and greater.

e Sound-producing device.

e Lights for dusk to dawn operation.

e An NPS boat permit is required for
motorized vessels on Blue Mesa.

e Motorized vessels must be regis-
tered in their home state.

e Afire extinguisher (unless boat is of
open construction and less than 26
feet long).

GUNNISON GORGE

NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA

The lower section of the Gunnison

River is classified as Class III-IV. The

following regulations apply to river run-

ning in the Gunnison Gorge:

e Boaters must pay fees at the Chukar
Trailhead and register at the Chukar
boat put-in site.

e All boaters must have a U.S. Coast
Guard approved whitewater PFD.

e Rafts must carry an extra paddle, first

Lets Go for

2 Hike!

aid kit, repair kit, and an extra PFD.

e Portable toilets and stoves or firepans
with charcoal are mandatory for over-
night boating parties.

e Private motorized crafts prohibited.

e Maximum stay in the wilderness is

two nights. Boaters may spend only
one night per designated campsite.

BLACK CANYON OF THE

GUNNISON NATIONAL PARK

The Gunnison River through the na-

tional park is extremely dangerous due

to difficult rapids and portages. Howev-

er, well prepared kayakers will find the

canyon challenging. The river is classi-

fied as Class V to unnavigable.

¢ All boaters must have a U.S. Coast
Guard approved whitewater (Type I,
I, IT1, or V) PFD.

e Wood fires are prohibited.

¢ Pack out everything, including trash,
used toilet paper, and cigarette butts.

e Obtain a backcountry permit at the
South Rim Visitor Center or the East
Portal bulletin board at the put-in.

e [t is wise to have an experienced kay-
aker who has been down this stretch
of the river before.

——— —_—
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Black Canyon of the Gunnison

South Rim Hikes

Rim Rock Trail: An easy rim-hugging hike.

Mileage (Round Trip)
2 (3.2 km)

Warner Point Trail: Looking for beautiful mountain vistas and

canyon views? Then this moderate trail is for you!

15 (2.4 km)

Oak Flat Loop Trail: This challenging hike is short but steep.

It drops 400 feet through aspen and Douglas-fir.

2 (3.2 km)

Uplands Trail: This moderate trail winds through the oak

brush. Keep a look out for mule deer and other wildlife.

North Rim Hikes

2 (3.2 km)

North Vista Trail: Follow this beautiful but strenuous trail to

the summit of Green Mountain. It climbs 840 feet and offers
breathtaking views at Exclamation Point.

Chasm View Nature Trail: An easy stroll to the narrowest part

of the canyon.

Dead Horse Trail: This longer trail offers views of steep cliffs

and pinnacles.

7 (1.3 km)

1/3 (0.54 km)

6.5 (10.5 km)

Black Canyon of the Curecanti Gunnison Gorge
Gunnison NP NRA NCA

Visitor Center ° °
Ranger Programs ° L
Picnic Areas (] o °
Boat Rentals O
Boat Tours e
Backcountry/
Wilderness Permits ® °
Developed Camping ° °
Camping . . .
Group Camping °
Showers °
Fishing (lake) L]
Fishing (river/stream) L ® °
Hiking ° O °
Rock Climbing ® O
Horse Trail O ° °
Kayaking (river) o ° °
Rafting (river) ° °
Personal Water Craft °
Motorboats/Sailing °
Hunting ° °
Snowmobiling ° °
Cross-country Skiing .
Mountain Biking °
4WD/OHV ° °

]
Curecanti

Mileage (Round Trip)

Neversink Trail: An easy wildlife watching trail. 15 (2.4 km)
Mesa Creek Trail: This easy to moderate trail follows a foot K
bridge over the Gunnison River to view sheer canyon walls. 15 (2.4 km)
Crystal Creek Trail: Hike through aspen and oak brush on 5 (9 km)
moderate terrain for ridgetop views of Crystal Reservoir.

Dillon Pinnacles Trail: Enjoy a moderate hike through sage-

brush and conifers for a view of one of Curecanti’s famous 4 (6.6 km)
landmarks.

Pine Creek Trail: This hike descends to the old railroad bed

along Pine Creek to Morrow Point Reservoir. 2 (3.2km)
Curecanti Creek Trail: This strenuous hike drops goo feet and

includes dramatic views of the 700 foot Curecanti Needle. 4 (6.6 km)
Hermits Rest Trail: For more of a challenge, hike 1800 feet

down to Morrow Point Reservoir on this difficult trail. 6 (10 km)

Gunnison Gorge

Chukar Trail: This steep trail descends Chukar Wash and provides floating access and hiking upstream into Black Canyon. Heavy summer use.
Ute Trail: A lengthy, well defined trail that descends gradually to the river and offers impressive views of the river, towering cliffs, and the canyon.
Bobcat Trail: The 1st mile of gradual hiking offers stunning views of the Gorge. The final 1/2 mile is very steep and requires some scrambling .

Duncan Trail: This is similar to the Bobcat trail, but more defined. Offers a gradual descent through pinyon-juniper woodlands, excellent river

2.2 (3.5 km)
11 (177 km)
3 (4.8 km)

3 (4.8 km)

views and a unique look and the “double canyon” of the Gorge. The final descent is extremely steep. This trail is not recommended for horses.

Eagle Valley Trail: A fun family hike through the adobe badland formations and scenic canyon. Open to mountain bikes, motorcycles and horses.
Sunset Rocks Trail: Multiuse single track through colorful adobe formations and pinyon-juniper woodlands. Connects to Eagle Valley Trail.
Black Ridge Trail: Multiuse single track until it reaches the Ute Trail from the south. North of the Ute trailhead it is a two track 4WD/OHYV trail.

West River Trail: This is a moderate single track hiking trail on the west side to the Gunnison River. It provides 3 miles of Gold Medal fishing access

on the Gunnison main stem.

2 (3.3 km)
6 (9.7 km)
25 (40.2 km)

7 (1.2 km)

Visitor Guide 3



Black Canyon, Curecanti, and Gunnison Gorge

Area Map

The maps below are designed for general
travel only. They should not be used for trips
into the backcountry.
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Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

The map below is designed for general travel
only. It should not be used for trips into the

backcountry.
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Inviting canyons and the blue-green waters of the
Gunnison River draw visitors to hike, raft, and kayak
in Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area.

\"To Montrose

To Montrose and Hwy. 50

Gunnison Gorge
Wilderness Regulations

Areas below the canyon rims from the Na-
tional Park boundary to two miles north of
the Smith Fork confluence are designated
as wilderness.

e All wilderness visitors are required to
register and pay user fees.

e Camp in designated sites only.
e Maximum group size is 12 people.

e Maximum stay length for all users is two
nights. Boaters may only stay one night
at any boater campsite.

¢ \Wood fires are prohibited in the wilder-
ness and the entire river corridor to the
North Fork confluence.

e \Washable, reusable toilet systems are
required for all overnight boaters and
groups on horseback.

e All trash must be packed out. Strain all
dishwater.

e Motorized river craft are prohibited in
the wilderness area.

* Mountain bikes and motorized vehicles
are prohibited below the canyon rim.

e Commercial operators must carry a copy
of their permit while in the Gorge.



